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How to Use This Book

So you love jewelry and have always wanted to try your hand at making some yourself. Designing and
making beaded jewelry is very appealing and relaxing. But where do you start? If you go to a local
bead or craft store, you will find an endless array of parts and beads, so many that it is often difficult
to decide what to look at and what tools, beads, and jewelry parts, called findings, you will need. This
book will help you understand basic parts and how to use them, and provide you with ideas and
instructions to make your own jewelry projects.

First, a photographic glossary shows different findings, tools, beads, and bead accessories with brief
descriptions of each item. This visual glossary is followed by a closer look at how to use the basic
tools to perform different jewelry-making tasks. Following the initial overview, project chapters are
organized by type of finding. There are three projects designed with each finding to teach you, step b
step, how to use the featured part in multiple ways to make beautiful pieces of jewelry. At the end of
each chapter is a section on variations, presenting you with examples of how simple changes in bead
size, shape, color, or pattern can make a big difference in the way the final piece of jewelry looks.
Although the projects suggest specific bead choices, feel free to try alternatives—you will find that
the variations are unlimited.
Each project is designed to teach you a new technique or basic skill using the finding featured in
that chapter. This concept is outlined under What You’ll Learn

Top: Quick reference text. Bottom: Quick referece.

A photograph accompanies the What You’ll Need list so that it will be easy to determine what is
necessary to make each design. Tips appear throughout the book to give more detailed suggestions
that will help you improve your technique. The Quick References are there to clarify words or phrase
printed like this. Use this book as a resource for the explanation of different techniques and findings
and as a jumping off point for inspiration.

As you build your skills, you will be able to expand into making jewelry using multiple findings
and techniques in combination. Experiment with the many available options to express yourself
creatively. Beaded jewelry has been made and enjoyed for centuries, so have fun learning to make
these projects!

The Basics
Making bead jewelry is a very creative, enjoyable craft but, as with most crafts, you can
become frustrated if you don’t know which tools and materials to buy and how to use them.
Manufacturers can’t include all the vital information with their packaging, and there are so
many options for materials, tools, and techniques. To give you a firm foundation for learning to
make bead jewelry, this section teaches you the essentials about tools, findings, accessories,
and beads and shows you all of the basic construction techniques you will use for the projects.
If you have never tried making jewelry before, you will appreciate the detailed information and
photos. Even if you have a little experience making bead jewelry, you are sure to learn some
things you didn’t know. So settle back, take your time, and explore the basics.

How to Begin

Jewelry making is fun, though with the myriad supplies available, getting started can be confusing or
overwhelming. This chapter breaks down how to approach your new interest so that you will enjoy it
and not get in over your head with findings and beads before understanding how to organize your
ideas and your supplies. You will learn about how to set up a workspace, what tools you will need for
most projects, and how to store and organize your supplies. In addition, an outline of design
considerations will assist you in choosing your next project.
Where do you start? Before you go to the bead store, think about the space you will be working in.
You will need a few basic items:
• A table or other flat surface with enough space to plan your designs
• A comfortable chair at the right height for your worktable
• A light to see what you are working on
• Storage space for beads and findings

Once you have established a work area (which can be portable), you should think about the types of
jewelry you would like to make in regard to style and materials. Prior to the bead and findings
purchasing trip (to the store or on the Internet), you may want to do a little research by perusing
books, magazines, and Web sites for ideas so that you know where you want to start. This book
focuses on basic styles constructed with beads of varied sizes and shapes combined with the most
commonly used jewelry findings, such as headpins, eye pins, jump rings, beading cable, wire, chain,
memory wire, filigree, and additional stringing materials. There is also a chapter on recycling,
reusing, and repurposing jewelry parts and beads. The results are attractive, wearable styles that are
attainable even to those new to jewelry making. There are also ideas for more advanced jewelry
makers. If you are unfamiliar with any of the findings listed, you will find them explained in greater
detail in the photographic glossary beginning on page 12.
With a slightly better idea of what you want to make, you will need to purchase a basic set of tools
Here are the most commonly used tools for making bead jewelry, those that you will use for most of
the projects in this book:
• Chain-nose pliers—make sure you try them out for the size, shape, and comfort in your hand
• Round-nose pliers
• Wire cutters
• Ruler
• String for measuring necklace, bracelet, and anklet lengths
• Towel, bead mat, or piece of felt to keep beads from rolling on your work surface
• Storage containers for beads and findings

When shopping for tools, purchase good quality items, as you will use them frequently. In addition
to this tool selection, there are some other items that will be helpful to you for specific projects:
• Crimp pliers for stringing on beading cable or monofilament
• Scissors, a good all-purpose tool
• Heavy-duty wire cutters for cutting memory wire, which will ruin small cutters
• Bead board with built-in grooves with rulers, compartments for beads, and a flocked surface,
which holds beads in place, making necklace and bracelet design much easier
• A second pair of chain-nose pliers, especially helpful for jump ring projects
• Tweezers, which not only are helpful for picking up small beads, but also are very useful for
knotting beading thread between beads
• Jump ring tool, which is another good option for closing jump rings
• Knotting tool for knotting thread between beads or as decorative elements on projects
You will need storage boxes. Beads are often small and round and apt to roll into inconvenient
places. Choose storage boxes carefully, making sure they have dividers that are fused to the bottom o
the box and are not removable. As tempting as it may be to purchase boxes with adjustable
compartments, you will be glad later that you did not. Over time the dividers slip, and small beads an
parts will sneak into other sections. Unless you really enjoy re-sorting, think twice about adjustable
dividers. Also look for boxes that have grooves in the lid of the box that snap over the dividers so tha
if the box is closed and gets turned upside down, everything stays in place. As you do more jewelry
making, you will find the best way to organize and store your beads and findings in a system that
works for you.

Consider storing your beads separately from your findings. You may sort your beads by color, styl
or size. Again, you will figure out what works best for you as you start to make more jewelry.
Once you have picked out your workspace and made the initial purchase of tools, you are ready to
shop for beads and findings. With an idea of what you plan to make, it is easier to plan a budget for
your initial trip to the bead store. If you are not certain of what you will be making, then you may
want to set an upper spending limit to start. Let us say that you have selected one of the projects from
this book. There is a specific list of supplies and beads you will need for each project, which will
make shopping easier and less expensive. The amounts listed will make the design as it is pictured, so
take into account any adjustments you anticipate. If you are purchasing beads randomly to make a
variation on a design, you may want to have a few extras for lengthening the design or making
matching earrings. Items such as beading wire, crimp beads, clasps, and jump rings can be purchased
in larger quantities and used in future projects. Selecting a project from a book, magazine, or Web sit
is a good way to start, so you’ll know exactly what you need. Just make sure that you read through th
entire project supply list and instructions before purchasing anything. Once in the bead store, stay
focused on your project. Immediately after making your purchases, it is a good idea to sort your
findings and beads into storage containers before starting the project.
How do you decide what styles you want to make for yourself? Think about what styles of clothing
you wear, the shapes of the necklines, whether you wear more prints or solids, and what length of
necklace or earring best suits your body type and the shape of your face. Think about whether you
prefer detailed, ornate pieces, bold and chunky accessories, or something simple. All of these factors
will help you determine the style of jewelry you will make.
A few design principles and elements that will come into play while you are designing are:
Balance and scale. This relates to the overall balance of the piece, the balance and scale of the
individual elements, and the elements as they relate to you and the outfit you are wearing.
Texture and detail. You should determine if you like a lot of texture, small details, or large-scale
elements with texture, and whether you like your jewelry smooth, matte, or shiny.
Repetition. You can create visual interest through repetition of color, elements, or patterns.
Color. Think about how your design coordinates with an outfit, how a color or group of colors looks
on you, how colors work together, and if you have chosen too many colors for one design.

Comfort and wearability. It is important to consider both the comfort and functionality of a piece o
jewelry, and how you can best achieve that without compromising design. Here are a few specifics:
• Earrings. Avoid styles that are noisy or overly heavy.
• Bracelets. Delicate or fragile parts may get knocked off.
• Necklaces. If they are heavy, lumpy, or too long, they could get hooked on countertops or other
structures.
• Anklets. If they are too long, they can get caught in sandal straps. You should also avoid beads that
make them too lumpy or abrasive.

In addition, necklaces, bracelets, and anklets come in standardized lengths, but may not be the right
length for you. Lengths will vary depending on body type, personal preference, neckline, and size of
beads and components. The wonderful thing about making your own jewelry is that you can customiz
it for yourself.
There are many considerations in jewelry design. When people think of jewelry making, often the

first picture in their head is of a beaded necklace. So why does this book start with head-pins and othe
findings, instead of starting with a simple beaded necklace strung on beading wire? Because the
techniques learned with the findings form some of the basic elements for earrings and for
embellishments on other beaded items. This book presents a progression of findings, and projects tha
explore their use. The projects in later chapters incorporate the materials and techniques you learned
about in earlier chapters. This book will guide you through the basic parts, tools, and techniques for
bead jewelry making. The rest is up to you, so have a good time!

Bead sizes

Beads are measured in millimeters. Seed beads are generally sold by weight. Other beads are sold
individually or by the strand. Some of the most common sizes for glass and gemstone beads are
2mm, 4mm, 6mm, 8mm, 10mm, and 12mm. For larger quantities, beads are sold by the mass,
which consists of 1200 beads.
Size

Number of beads on a 16"
or 400mm strand

2mm

203

15/0 Seed bead

1.3mm

4mm

100

11/0 Seed bead

1.8mm

6mm

67

8/0 Seed bead

2.5mm

8mm

50

6/0 Seed bead

3.3mm

10mm

41

e-bead

Bead Sizes

Diameter

4mm

Photographic Glossary

In this section, many of the materials you will encounter while crafting beaded jewelry are listed
alphabetically under these headings: Tools, Findings, Accessories, and Beads. Look to this section fo
detailed descriptions and photographs of materials.

Tools

BEAD BOARDS

Bead boards are flat and have graduated calibrated beading channels and recessed storage areas. Used
to lay out and plan bead designs and organize beads and findings, most boards are flocked to prevent
objects from rolling.

BEADING NEEDLES

Beading needles are available in flexible wire or stiff metal and used to guide beads onto a bead cord
that does not come with an attached needle. Use collapsible eye needles with beads that have very
small holes.

BEAD REAMERS

Bead reamers have long diamond grit covered tips, are used for enlarging and smoothing out holes in
beads. Also available in a battery-operated version.

JUMP RING TOOL
Jump ring tool is a ring designed to fit over a finger with two different sized slots on top. Jump rings
can be fitted into one of the slots and the tool is twisted to open and close the jump rings. Slots are
different sizes to accommodate various sizes of jump rings.

KNOTTING TOOL

Knotting tool has a pin with a Y-shaped prong next to it and is used to form tight knots between bead
strung on silk or nylon bead cord.
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