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Vienna: 1913

The young man woke wp angey. The window was closed]- 1 bad
been open when he went to et Tast wight, 30 opce amin L old Jew
wan trying to suffocate him. FHe lay glariag ac che <lapboard partision
that scparaped his tiny cubicle from Goldroan's and divided their
mutngl wApdow ot (wo equal parte It wis an wrranpement onue
characierized By Kanya, e hosled's proprisiorn, o purlor-bursis, us
“democratic compromise.” Kanyva's hackneyed otleranues infurinted
him:

He kickesd ol viciously, sinkmy ihe thin, onpainisd parcbon
just suder & warrvw shell’ holding somme of his art supplicy, & tumbler
conikaining wolereolor brushes crashed wo the fioorn, His rage fipeoed.
He kicked aznin g5 he hesrd his neighbor come awake with a hack-
itig, Hguid ¢ough, Slimel He sat up, pounding ehe wall with beth s,
He coed vt in o shoill fulsetto, " Goldmanl T w4l not inhale goar Jow
Eiluhl™

Somenns dowvm the cormidar shouted for silence. He cogiowed
ponmding, wnd was rewarded with 2 deawn-put zroan fiom the other
idde L the wall, then a sbuifling saound and & serieg of Yiddish curses
0% bhe window slowly oponed

The young man unkuooned his long 2ray onderwedr (o eXpose
¢he thin fesh of his chest and belly go the ol of cold Macel air.
Trom the window, he watchod as 2 caxi showed fooostop acroes the
strest, He could not remiember ever having reen male parked om Lhe
Meldemennstrasae bofiore. Taxks were a rarg sight 0 the dizleict; oo
oms could affacd them.
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He counted the scatiered pieonigs oo his smal toble, Thers
ware sevin of therm, all that remained of nioe cmwns be hod receved
thie previoug week for a poster advertising Teddy's Perspiration Pow-
der. He would have to sell something, Seurching through ibe Diter,
ke found two small pen-and-ink skeiches of 5t Siephen’s Coibedoul.
He smoothed ouc the creases, theo =1id 1hem imte a batiere] portios
lici.

Ar an artst he was iocapable of drowing ffom e The belle
skciches and paintiogs be did of Viennese laodmacks were copied
from picture postcizds o exstiog ressdenogs of ooe type or aather
be Eaund in gallecies and museums . s work was stilted and Hfeless,
much lixe the carclessly drawn, mough skeichet of neophyte archi-
tects, The humun Hgures hs sometcoes added messnbled rtoon
charncrers, timy stuffed sucks, and growesous dwarls zcpenmpossd in
frone of moouments, charches, and pulaces.

He stood in his sapmog underwear paang oul 1he sioodow at the
Yienoa roobtarme, Bewond the canied mods of Lhe Twentieth Thsinct
the mopumenial buildings of tbe Ringsiousse puactualsd The Tosgs
zomn, symbols of an imperial city attempdang e rule & now srumibling,
ramshackle empire of fifty milicn souls.

In the near divtance, the overcast rendeosd everyibiog o volac-
lesa shodes of cray like wo ooderdeveloped phowgraph. The view
adurmented his depression. Fle swollawed Seeply, figbtimg back mane
sed

Afler almest Tour years be wus sck of Yiemoe, They had been
miserable youwrs, beginning with his rejection from the acudeany. 1hen
coding bere, tv a bowel shated by Jews, Coechs, ond other rbhle. But
thers had besn, he recalled, even worss Omes than these, Dumng the
summer 10 whizh s prphan’s pension had been termmnated, be bod
slept miserably 10 doprweys or uoder the trees of Schinbrunn Park.
The following winder he bod spent his mghts on lke-inlziel straw
mattresszs b0 a doshowse behind fhe BMedliog Saten He would
oever barges ibe constunt chilbluing and chronic nasal caisrrh Le bad
suflerad after beng foreed doosell bs overcost for fed 1) 1This, the
mast prosperons ity 10 Burops,

¥icnoz, though busking in the iwilight of 1he Eoipice, ceniined
urigue, 1t was the envy of Eurups, a charming barygue £ty even
mourc saoming, W owius sl than Pans. s poopls, wnder the bow
benign Hapsburgs, mevelsd v o5 G, 108 Souing rofde, its majescic
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rococo acchileciure A burpeooog wicddbe cluss gonged isskf oo cin-
nunyoe=Oavored coffes and besvyscrenr cakes in 4 Boodred woovivial
cafes. Ducing the long evenings they ook delight i the opera, the
Whealer, thie Ballet. They dawced, irted and wade lave, leaving polbi=
fws 1o the working clases whose social-demuocrabic Irade umonesm
wad eroding dhe Hapshur: power. Views was ool ooky he s
romadtie ity in Eorops, but alsa the most detdocmatice

The voung artisc hated it all-

For hirs, the Baupire Bosd Becouse the eosbodisment of rusial dezes
cralion. T1s capital, onge an woporlant ceoler of the e German
culiute,™ was now eroded by this delestuble fomeam mizture. Byery=
where, e thought, as be gazed down at 1he s stll packed tabow,
behind each and every degredataon, aloml the Jews.

He rerched, The soor tste was slill with bdin, counierponl Lo g
spasoodic poundiog iu boab leples

He had elept badly o o stomach ihaw throoghonl ibe eniire
previows day, had Kwown bub a simgle sarsing of zoup-kilchen slop;
Then i e evewmg here lad buen thres mugp of bdler golfes al the
haruan workers” tavers mear the Pranobe, His eompasous had been
deinking lall sepdels of beer. As slwuys, he hud abstuined, foolishby
substitueing coffes for s weoul mmend wiler,

It was a tavern he preferred over all the vdbems o 1bhe distoct, 4
seookefilled cuve wlive with bosterous chatter und dsharmoniooy
Buemps al growp smEng. Freguoenied emtrely by Germons, the
plaos wus an echo of w nation be bud oever seen but hsd dresmed of
simee s pdolescenes in Ling,

There were five of them armund the cable. They vpoke fora tme
of pobitizs, theo Kranee, the tubamcalar ex-teucher, told an onta-Se-
mitic joke. The young artist remainsd silent and morose throogh the
leughter,

Plumb, & hoge ape of a man, looked at him curoualy, "You
et fimd it funoe?”

“May, 1 fimd nothing funoy abent the Jowr. To me, it weuld be like
laughing st & plagoe”

Franz Bchilling, the bankrupt hosinessman, said, "I employed
some and they wore uat like everyone clse, They aot on with fhair
work and minded theic business and mads no trouble” He leaned
back in his cheir soongly, hooking hig thinsba into the vest pockets of
his threadhare guit,
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"Some of them ave even good socialists o o . Jews,” said
Plumb

Schilhing reste] his ellw's oo thie tabde and leaned forward, the
smoldering 1ip of his Sgee just inches away feom the young artist'a
foce 'l aven know one who converted—became a gepd Cacholic.™

The young artist engaged Schilling’s cyes through the smoke.
“Uhnly o Uoob delines & Fawe in terms of economics or celigion or
politics. JTe twisted his head aroond slowly, lookiog carcfully at
euch ung of therm.

They were all social democrats, paive children. Plumb, be sus-
pectesh, might even bean anarchise Jooweas fudibe. He felt suddenly
delbaten].

Thew 2ae argund the table in silence Kranze diverted his eyes
wpreazel s thal bas eoliar, oo longer shadowed by 8 long chin, re-
weitlesd b Jarkeped vellow shere it met the loose, pinched skin of his
nech- He wnsrered, “Perhaps . - ™ Kranze's voice was quier, as if
be Ald ned really wane to be heard. " U'ye never really tusted them,™

Stablano, gnoy cightesn, a saiter at Popples during the dav,
toveed rievionsly with his silk cravat and setmed to have forpodten
b 4o Blink. Phaoidy benked thouwphoful, bis mooch gaping like o
drowned fsh.

Finally, Schilling raised his stein and broke the rensiom, “Ah,
but ke wongen.” he said Lightly, Surely vou’ll make that ezecep-
tor

"a Jewess is still 5 Jewe!

reinging broadly, Kranze cxposed & gobd toath thac lit up his
mpaciied e “S50! In fhat case we will talk abownt womeo who
apen’t Jewgsly, it it will make you feel any beceer, Though when vou
turn them vpside-down, they are all the same. Is that aot aof He
Inoked about for approval.

Flunb sheok with lusghter, wedging himself even tighter into &
chair that was oo sraall for bine *“Brawve, Kraneel It's what they bide
in their Flommers that's impertant!” He raiscd his sein in e jubilant
toast, slopping beer onto his rowsers. "Here's to & the Detle dar-
Tings, no matter what they are!”

T was said chat Plumb, warking &= & ponisr in the West Statioo,
had oace Broken & purse spatcher’s apine wath a single blow, The
young ectist watched hir wanly a3 one by one the others shooked
mock toasts over the general hilaticy, Fioully, Flemb glonced 01 him
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questioninghy. Then the big man, sboot to say sotething, seemed o
change Liz mind. He looked away quickly, the gria frozen on s
fuce.

Though the topie Temeined 401 apd somen. the conversadion
Erew serions, The young artse stayed aut of it, gazing inog e drogs
in the bottom of hie cup. He hed Jittls intercst in wonien, being shy
and wnevmiorishle in their prosense. He wae aware that hig lTagk of
wit bored them. He hud oo small talk, no Fecling far che inconge-
quential, As for hiz need, be magturbated 2 fese tivocs a wock b
vapue tantasies of ailent Nordic goddesses, plomys and blod, Tike
soaled-up cherube atretehed out Bancath hinm.

He'd left the tasvern carly, fecling saur. Nowr boogae on fhe edze
of the bed io the chill mvoroing brocze from the opon window, exats
Iniog his coes. His feet were black oo the ankbes. He would balbe Jate
tomipht when everyonc was aslesp. w0 thao thene weonld =2 lode
chanes of his havieg to ahare che large shower soall behing the boeel.
The thooght of cupocing hia bhody o achees Alled him wich desad.

He remicved a pair of black sl stovkings Boao Mee Quor et
were 6 to the tonch. He Blew into thes, put bed o

Standing in che cramped space hetwee: his Bbed and e stoall
rable, ho dressed in che samse andled tropsers, sheer and packed be had
wore yesterday and fhe day befare and e wesks and imonths aefuze
that. They were all he had campl [ur o gressy bluck derby und o
threadhare, ankla-kigth soat geven Joita oot of pily the previous wio-
tor by hiz neighbor CGoldman, the oodclovhes peddler.




A& poncgiiigd German in 1he worsl of them all god the mosl
hardnrpd of all and by musl repcleive of all; Joc e
imaginag thol e possessas b truth in o sdnee of Eis ow
invpnbion, which is 1o him sheolals truth,
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As regueted by hig Fashignably drcsscd female pascenger, the
Laxd deiver pulled wp to the corl accoss from 2T Meldemenositasses, b
Lulking, Ter-storied hoilding of gsay sione that took up the whols
block. A Targe sign over the entrancze read:

MANMWMEREHEIM HOSTEL EQHR MERM

The driver studisyd Lhe womun i his cear-view uUTror, cerain
that there was some mistake. A fody had no business o tlis sor1of
neighborkood, 5he would sooo ceubizs her srror theo ooder b 1o
return to ceotral Yieoos, whers: vul of sinbarsusstoen. she wauld
overtip, They always Jid, With lock Iw could be tsack 1o e Hotel
Bristo] raok just io time for the merning towcist cush.

He eved her guestioningly through the glas purtiton as sle
unshipped the bross speakiog wubs wosav b1 baltiog Senoan, We
will wail here, phease.™

"For how Joog. madamt’

YT doo’t know. Pechaps an boor or mors . -, maybe less W
all right, I'll pay wpu for your troukde"

His sigh of resipnation syneiccoized with the dving vough of
the taxi's cogioe B2 he switched it off. [1 was ¢lght [wenty-dwa, pos
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carding & his [Brge Swiss pocket walch, The following morming,
uwngder polies interragation, he would ake peide o e Gl that he
wan easily able to recall everything in precise detail, even the loog (o
fitr draped pver the lady's ebwaddars, Frapming the pesfect podile lie
nee visweed io the driving mirror. Theugh a reifle underfleshad fo
hiy tasts. <be was iodecd Deswtiful, especially for an Buglish or
American woman of 4 gertajn age.

Startng out through the drawy windows of the ta, iy com-
pared the drab landeogps with the slums of Lotdot. What she sw
bere was benign compared 1o thase; almost danitary, like an old
cadaver. pregerved and repdered germ-free. Quile suom all uf Viemna
wonld be a preserved sorpse. The Koowledze saddened er,

She sat and wajed, atzmpling 1w bring reality b focus whals
anxizuely wondering i she wenld cecognize 1the voung mun gl frst
glance There wers many vears separating hire frorn the photographs
she had swudied. IFdoubl esistad, she nmusd ey agun, poestbly with
the Tielp of 4 private joquicy agestt. She Lod coce oo fur. She anad
Bertie had invested oo much. -

Toreney minntes Jater she caught ber bt glirmpse of him s he
descended [he Tew steps leading fom the hesizl, He wus walking
slowly, careving o large butieral portfoln, Al o dstance of dhirty
rheters shie was sire i wies Iee, despite 1he wan and bunpry fuce, half-
hidden behind a caggeed black siohible

He crossed the strgel o ber sde eveiny the 1% with what ske
took 10 e cuiteily, Surely he'd seen wuxis befare, she thoughe, grip-
piug the s0f worn esthar of the seal with such foree that a Yoog,
exquisilely burnished fmgernuil split throngh & seam.

Cln the sidewulk withm sn wrm®: lenpth of the taxi. he tumed
brskly, like o well-dntled soldier, then looked directly at her. It was
@ brief, musitive glunce thut drmined the hlood frem her hesd
Tremhbling, she turmesdl froan hiv pale-blse epes. She felt ahe might
faint,

Then he wee past, welking faster now dosm the Meldsmenn-
slrusse, From the rear be Iooked every bit the melancholy tramp, his
shubby voal flupping whoot his ankles, Iong, unkempt hair hanging
over his collar, the Indizrous. hatrercd black derwr, adfiich was a size
bty LoTge, covering part of his sars.

She waited & full minute, and then, with & gledy woice, orderad
the driver to follow the retreating fgnre, kesping a hlock frany him.
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They proceedsd tlus for a silomcter or so, makiog only one
turmn. Pedesionn rulfic mcresed guickly as she deceapat structures of
the soorkers’ districy become fewsr and Fewsr.

Fivally, her guarey 1wened Teftonie a wide avenus hustling with
summuters ansd neoening shoppers. Ao the ntesssetion, she hurmiedhy
paid of tke driver, tippiog him liberolly, exiting the 1ax1 35 quickly as
ladylike demeanor would allowe The young men wis oowhere o
Lighl.

She couldn™ Jose bim; il most be odiy. She doubted she had the
courage or dedicatinn to ad through it all again,

‘The corner was cosupied by 3 lady™s millines, the wlding next
1o it was a new Mock of fHats, cresided over by o doarmaso whe was
cosumed a5 a general officer commanding 4 rezimeont of bussars,
Menl was & lucge Tuiluce shop, et 2 Barker and Gnally a book
merchunt. Bowaos this Lot et coughl ber autention. She knew ber
tventy-four-year-old quorry ta be o voracions render, Yhe book hop
seamed his ngst likely destinaticn.

With hog sindes. made possible by a skin thil was suapewhar
wider at the hem than was currently dictared by fashicn, she hurmied
Aowen the avenne When she nassed the furviture shop, & 2Zlance told
ber =he had miscidoudaled. To the window, a porily, [ail-coaied gan-
tlemnan was tacking a peo-aod-ink sketck of S Stephens Culbedral
anta an aenace wecden gercen. 5he had ag doobs oew, the skech
wits, iny e wlyle of anolber she Jead seon. She stepped to (he corh aed
wiited,

The voung artist cmerped 8 few minoces lates, the now empey
oulcloth ponfolio folded and rucked voder bis o He 21204 for 2
moment, rubbmg his palms repether in o bund-wushing pesiute, wn-
certain in which dicection to turo, As i Teluctantly cheying an urbi-
crary order, be pivoted slowly to bead back che way he had come. As
he i 52, Bis eves swapd ase her, Tieilaled, thap rebieined to rest on
ber fave. He bad, she wos ceripm, révoenizsd har ag 1he woman in
the tesi, This sime she beld his guze wnd was surprised ol ber luck of
moxizty, 1le was, she cegsoned. just an ordinary mao, surprsingly
voung und peescnty of no impartaoce to anyone but her. Sbe feli g
sudden excitenicat, a fecling of sup<rioricy a5 bis cves wavered, éx-
pressiing hewildacniend.

With a skrug, he turmed away, meoviog rapidly oow, his shoul-
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ders characteristically Bienched [orwacd. With o Iight seep, she fal-
lowred.

He siopped at 3 newspaper kiosk in {he Syuare and purchased
two papera, thew stopped o the corb o wark his wey quickly
through the traffic cut tn the cenger island, where be swony wbosrd
the second car af & double tram fhat Tad just begeo e move

His acdicn caught her by awrpriae. Thirty eters bebind him she
buttled her handicap and, ohlivicus to cthe tormod of trafic, rmoed
oul into the strees, The trolley car wag gaclering speed: She oo,
bolding her skt high, gaining ground, despite inadequate shoes thal
cuustd her ankles to (oiec inward oo the wneven cobblasiomes.

Then suddenly she was on the groend, her left leg curled pudu-
fully under her body, For the first Gme she wps aware of a discondanl
orchestra of aute boms and shouied wamings. A police wikistle s
iriltimg, Duzed, sbe glanced around o see men converging on Ler
from ool of o coafusion of stelled vehicles The brisf confiderice she
hiadh eaperienesd anly momeois ago wes gong, 2he had Failed. THomly,
she wondered once again if she would have the courage o Uy wgain
IcTndrrow ©T perheps (he oext day.

& [ew seconds bater, the double cram, apewing sparks from its
overhend irolley wheel, slowed to 2 crawl to begin i3 shaep, Labori-
Mm% lurn into the Magramstresse.

Breathing deeply, she rose avbowardly o ber Feer and was run-
ming upam, shoes in hand, in a deAperate anenyt tocul the aogle amd
mtereept the trolfey before it rear car clearad the tum.

She raced wildly acroas the racks into coeoming fraffic, closing
the gap, each step on the bare stones & separate agpony. Cn the raur
plutform, a man wes reaching out for her. Vaguely she samsed a
bendsomee young tace, & milicary wniforn. 36 the stnestear began its
wepalerution inta the wraightaway.

Suddenly she felt hor arms being gripped. She was Ifisd fres,
ber naked feet harely clearing the cobhle oo,

Ch board, ahe clong ta hing Ogluiog foc brewih, the brags but-
toms of his tunic pressing into her cheek. He wiz complimensing her
on ber staming, her beawtiful legs, iovitmg ber to a champamme
breakist to calebrare her victary. Thanking bim, she pulled samy,

e said, "Are you Epghish?!

""" Bhe felt lightheaded, altost oddy.

““Lhen perhaps toa?'”
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"Mao, thank yun.™

A the young officer paid her fare, she steppead o1 her shaoes. A
moment Laler, she spw (he aow fariliar derby bobbing amidst the
strap-hanging pesengers. He was standing in the fronr of the car,
sapacsted from her by more than 4 dozen people.

She simaled] grafefully at her gallant chevabier, then brushed past
him to move further imee ibé cpr. cloger oo her gquascy, b was
cromded. A scout, middbe-aged burgher inoi blagk frock eoal pped
hos bt and half-rose o3 hia feet. She shook her head negulively,
ttempting still snather gratsfol smile. Seated, there would be the
danger of Iosing =ight of the darby. The geotleman’s selicitous £x-
pression turped saur, Her refiasul, she knew, wis sumehow scandal-
ous: o gemifemon offtrn o lady acceps Fatigue washed aover ter, Lt
wiis gbyious that for the oo, sbe was oo lady, bur cather a
wretch—aoaked with perspication, her makeup soeared, Jee hair
down an bgly strands.

She sgueszed her way tlheaugh 1be mass of standing pasengers,
refusing two moaore sear offers, bul finully weceptog the pift of a
lembier strap loop With eyes hall closed, she swayed peotly. The
chuse bz supped ber enezy; ler ankle throbbed now in cadence
with a 56l pounding beartheat

The tran had stapped. The dechy was pone, She foughl ber wiy
ihrough te the exat. Finally, ale was o the streee and in the czoter
ifland, The departing skrestear cleared her views her quarmy had
reached the sidewalk. Favering o weak ankle, she Fallowed. vageely
aurpriged at her cwn sense of purposs,

He entzred Popple o large calé laking upe slwoe balf -che
streeofont, There was 1o hurry oew- Bhe bowghe i bese thac be be
seated when she entered, Limping slightly, she puosd e Bogth of
(he streel twice, giving him five minutes

The caverncus interiar of Pupples was o rocoee hothouse made
fragrane by the warm aroma of rousiing eoffee aod fresh heking.
Chairs and tahles grew out of g dense jungle of poued palms and
glant rubber plants. Overhead a vast skylighe bated (he lurgs woes i
diffuse oorth ight, bringing to 1ife fhe paictiog and sculptare crowd-
iog the wulls

Te was carly. a slow pericd. With less than tem customers seal-
teced about at remore tables, Popples scemed empty, He st nlone 4t
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