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The Soviet Afhrmative
Acrion Empire

The fSivier TTnigm was the waorhl's At Afficmative. drfon Lmpicy
Razsa™s new revaliamionaey gosernmert was the st af the alld Faropsea
Jwhictdime swies 100 condrons the visisg Gde of natmadisen ans] resaond e
seslcaccalidalle prvanmowngg Lt asieol comsciomaziess of s echoe minontes
amd eztabhsling, Tor (e many ol 1T charcieashs nstnciasd iems ol the
reticr-ghate. The Bodshmdak stratege was to assure ealermsbap cver what now
appueitns] w0 L che mevitable procos of dueclonssadion aned carey it ot inoa
roHn e Hhak weole [T the: eermramal nteenby rof Fhe aild PLiwsipn errqire
Tos that end, e Seeact sle crealed nel jIL'\-I aoalemen ]:IE_EI: rial sl rl;E:lu'::llu'.-:..
Lot vens of dursands af naticne] iermieries seaticred aemoss the colite expanse
ol the Sericl Tlmowt, Sew nahiewal elites vocn: trmned aned |::-r|::l||1|.‘:-I|.'.v:] ter |l
SRy pemitionz in che governmenr, schacls, and mdostial conenpsizes of e
J.'l.l:"'.'i-'J}' for-ted ecrieries. s cach lI'."l']'i.lL:"r!.': U wtienal |u||i'.e.u:|.p||.' wus declencd
e cd1Iczal ]m]guﬂg{' vl (AR o N Ny ] T deweens 0l Lais, Elie oecocsataled Ve
creation o a serieen language where cne Jicd o v esist, The o shoe
Bunapced die mass peeaducun of Dooks, oawnals, newspapers, mosio, spsras,

TTae Ausrre Vlangaisn empie nas the Searnf rhe ald Eocnpesa apmes, 10 ses b exs =
etz e seprrlisl swlkedrsiang, S G the Huzpguriasn Bald of B viopio: pacsued 2 ez
e i buidic e a Tlurgasiae ozdor-vzore choowgh asamaladon, whesees he fusericn half af che
e & aioaresen e - bt s Iep e Babem sl el e Lo Saeeied S0 T led= el s, Lesweeer,
o oomarly a eefvasive stoaecgy of graotny cancesd@eas o nacioaisz demards, ainerzas che
el preggl] e sevive, peeplebcie sl ol preoobeny; ceo-liusdin ardon-awiklioe ta
prowent T growth of racinalism. On che palicies af e Ansom TTunzoman eqap e, w20 Audam
ez b e Lrlanisecle, vok., DHs Hafborammasareems, e 1d, Fand U7 L Yaihir
A P [Wisarna, sodol.




2 The. Scaies AfBrmarive Acricm Thmpire

rodszun, folk mosie cnsembles, and vaber cwos] oupon e the mon-Ruossian
languages. rahing eonzpicndale toon had becn artcenpled wefore, and, with the
poszille cxeeption of Taudsa, rncoulierhoie siate bas sabsegquently marched rhe
sonpss g Sevict Afrmative Acbon, This ook s deested 1o oar analvsis of this
mervcl aonl Tasciviniang cxpeamoent in geeeming a multethnis srahe,

'Ihe Logic of the Allwrnatdve Action Empire

Why did tbe Bolsheviks adapa s eadical sicaege? When they seizad puoer ain
Cretaber ot7, they did noc Fex poasess a colierent. nanaealitics palice. Ther had
3 powerful slugan, which they sbured wull Wensdrow Wl of te aghn o
naticns toe eell-deceerninaion. This slegan, howeecr, was desicines] oe reeeni
erhuic suppard for the reveludon, not co peovide aomedel e e gavesnang, af
A toliechone sace. Aldvoogl Foeaun awars vk (he melioraitics gques oo sen -
ously, e unexpeced stiengly Gl nasicsiism as o mushiliarg, loree dueng the
revoluCon and civil war nevecrheless wrcatly swprised and diziaibsed i, The
Bolshevilke sypecoed padomalisio in Poland and Fulad, b e seeocrous
natioialist movemens that earane wp across mcst ofF the tarmer Bassian coopire
were not expecoed. Lhe soronir mazionalist moaement in TUkraine was parricu-
lazly nnnsving. This direct confronoation wizh nedonatizon coopeled e
Bolehewke wo (eratabaoe a new mationalities ey’

This did noc nccar without crepoestacion. Dot che one ssde weee vhe nation-
builders, l=d b Lenin and Sealing oo oe acher side aeee e overw oz alist. lod
h‘f Ge-:rg'l Piatakow and Mikedai BukDatin, Mo Ei..l_al'l.lll. P-.:I.EL]-' Cuu.g:l:.u i
Baech rome, the meye sides clashaed aver the quesivwes Al ihe mghn ol nalionad sell-
deterninadon. ! Piaskas sepued chat “during a surficienchy Targe and tnerirois
experierce in che borderlands, the slagan of che cialr of patiomns we sell-deoe oo -
nagon has shoem ipszlf i practice, Juring, the sociad revalinicon, as o @igan
roidug all connterrevolotionary Barces. ¥ Cinoe the proleariac had seized powes
I acakor maincained, nadonal solf determinzcon becane relerant: “Ite st a
Ciplomatic game. or worse chan 4 g we take i saeiomsly. ™ Pl sras -
potred by Bukhadn, wher arpaed that dhe dphe oo seli-deocemination could onls
e [nvesced (o che prolecicst, 1ot in “some fizoboious so-called “nabona wk ™"
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Leasin ad clashed wich Matabooy and atliers oo duis 3580 Bebee aod dunng
the revoluzion.” He mow anseeeeed s cenewed challeoge with chaaensbsne
vipor, Xadonalism had nnited all counterrevclutionary forcess, lenin veadily
aoreed, bt ic had also atoacted e Bolabevike® clase ablies. The Fomialy Bouc-
renisi= had successtilly “Ceceived che worting masses chat che Muscovites
[ Mosera&], chauvioicts, €5reat Fossians wand ed]| w oppress the Finos ™
Arpuranes such as Piarakew®s seved o bwrease duac Brar owowd cluerefore
strengthen pational pesiscance. Howaas anly “thanks o our ackaaededpenizint
of |die Finnag®! right co ael-dececininartion, char che prowceas of | clesa | JdiFeren-
Haron was £ased there ™ Mationalsim teas fneled by hiseovic disenast: “The
wnzking massss of acher patiors are full of disuse [#edorse] towrards Great
Tnwsia, as 3 kulak am| opproser nation,” Only the deht te solf decccminstion
reald ovcrcnmee thae distrose, Lopio anzed, tot Piasakowo™s police sronld instead
make the partye the heir to ' Isacise chanvinisne "Scrarch sov Communist and
vom1 find a Great Bussian chavvinase. . . . Lle sics in many of 15 and we mast
fiekr hirm,

Tae cangress snpported [enin apd cocsined 2 qualified dpht of national
sclf determinaten ® € vaurse, che maorte of the former Rssdan cmpice®s
paticarilelics were el e cxerease Flhat Aght warhing the comfnes of the Sewvier
Lomiesn, “The peresd from oo tn g2z, thencfiee, was devared so werking ont
what ewacchy nna Kuesign “national self determination™ could mesn io che
il il |.||'|EI:4r1_.' Saweien atiy, Tl Tmab resoll weas the Affmuapse Saticon
Emprice: o siralegy wizned s disaerning maticnehism hy grunmicg whan were callad
the “Fiems™ af nuticizchensd, This pesher was Toseed 1 2 dugmiesis of natemalisn
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ackevl ol gud “nmater of the wetionabitic geeston™ s ader oF the staodand
prerevilutivonary 1exl Moty end S Noconalitees Cwcsing, Cimuintsar ol
Satnaditics fraen w7 1o 084, aosd fTicad spsikesanan e itbe natiooal guestion
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+ he Movict Arfinoaoee Secbon Frecre

al ey omgresics.? Tenw and Sralinwen: in faodamenral apresment o boh
shu bzl runzale and 1the wsseotal wpects ol Uhis tew pobce, alboopds ey
varne nse crnllaicl in Toez sver unpsrtam sacs ol bopleooenttion, Theu
chapencsis of Pl watisalities probalim restl cocehe alesim heee preanies.

Thie Aarxiat Pecnnise

Birsg, 1o oot o whdel Tacckes and Leain ageecd, madoraiso was a anigquaely
duzniperows cabilizong ideolags Becawse it hed e ootendy oo Zoroe an above
clas allianze an poresunn vl nativnal goads, Taain called nuoenadizm a “howrpecia
pieek™ Ll recognized diac, ke the Ledgehoois, it was a mood one. 1t wodked
hzcawse i opreseeeed legidomane social grievances i a nadonal toon. At the
Tl Tary Cronpress il Toel, Brkharia, e theo a tervid delender of the
prarLy s mahisalicies policy, nowad chas “wdaen e tay [the non-2nssian peas
altry | then dinconien taass oo a nauanal (o, s aiven a mwiiacal inoerprea-
Tivn, wlich is then exaloited by ovr oppassencs, ™™ Zrneet Crolner hse pacodies,
this argurmacne as the “wecnE-address cheose™ o2 pationalism: st a5 «xbhveme
Shi‘iee Bioslims bold thor Archanoel Grabcie] macde a mictaie, deliverine the
Bleseape wo Mobamoaed srhen ooss Jnrended bor i, 50 Maasdcts basically like
7 Wiink chac che epirit of lWistory or hwnan conscicuencss made 2 teroble boob.
The veakeniog messazs was inended tor eems, bat by some terciale postal cooer
us deliverad ta makowng o

The Bolalwrike viewed nadoozlism, chen. a: 3 masking ideslogr Maskdng
meapliose recir axain and apaia i el diseonrcse abonr nariaaalizy, Sealin aeas
parrcalary fornd of foem: “Che patiana Hag is sewn on ol to decvive the
nussacs, a3 a popalar dap, a comveniznce tor coveriur uap [difr praeeee the
counrer-revolutionary plans of che naconal bowrprewsde,” “Lf bounseuis circls
atceropt o rive 4 patical Ot aadrenalieia okeesle| oo fomr o conHices,
chen ool brcause it is convenient to hide their battls tor poerer behind 2
nadcoal costume ™ L his incerprecation of notionalism as 2 maekiog ideolon:
kelps esplain why che Bolshevils remaiocd highle susprduus of maderl self
exnpression, eren after cher sdopred 5 policy evplicich: desdened o ereoncapge
it. bor example, in ushbong & wave of natonal coprossioe carpeed oug in s
Htalin chavacterisdcaly invoked a mosking mecap-er " Uhe remmants of cap
talismn 1t the people’s cooscioy sness are mash more dynamic in che sohee of
fj.'l__il'_:lﬂ,;_lit:r' 'I_"E'lﬂl'l j_'|'j HTl:r' -I_ITI'IE'.J_' 4. .|-|'I1!-| i.ﬁ ..\,'\II'.IZ'.'ll.I'\-\.II: EI'lI.T!.' [ | I'I1:I.;\-|R. T|1I.'.I1I.'\|I.'..|'|"\.'.'\- S0
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The Svics A chive Aetion Foese i

This wedertenainngg of natenaliaz bed Patskes s sopper s ooy appl-
ently W] respemses aitaes mimaliso s g ooz teeaduianaey ideologe and
vl gy el as o reactienvacy remnac of de capicadise ca. Lenin and Salin,
herwovrr, drew the cxacl oppraile coociosieon, They ceaacooed az loloos, By
pranting iz tors of wadonbood, che Saorriet stace conld splic che abore Clacs
vibenntl alliwnce Grr stacelooned. Class Jivisacas, chen would namucally emeras,
whacl world allowe e Sovicl goverionenl e woeowt proaslaeidy el preaganl
suppearrt For thear secialise apemda. Tenin argoed thet Foanish independence had
i|1|q.'||:1i|i¢|i.h neal |l_'|.|u|;n:|i:_ tlasy comllice. t ol sel-determmndwont wendd Lesee

Lo wpsasyueced within dwe Seaier Todedy, Likewise ) Salin ineised icwas
“oencsiusy L flake’ dubowowte d@ad Sroet [ nacons’ Darcgecisie |, Lavinge
fArst cleareed i of its bourzecds Hta and transtormed ic from bourgeods oo
Soavier cmancar”™™ A beliet’ praduslhy emarped, chen, chat cie above clacs
axpreal of nawosaism oeold De disarmed by peantic g dwe forems of nacicndiood .
Ths vwae e Marxiac premise,

Lhe dModerpizatior fremise

Shos conclusioen reas mitressed by a secod premise: wadcnal Sonstionsness s
an umavoidable Risoovic phese chat al Deoples st pass teoonprh oo the way oo
inzerpationalism, Lo delr prerevoludonary wiicnes, Lenin anod $talin arened
that narendlity emecred coor wicth che onset of capitalismn and = itselt A
consedquenct of caylist production.* [t was not an essendal or permaneat
ateeionee of mankind. Piacker onderstandabiy interpreted chic a5 meaning that
Aaconalior weeld be jrrelavancunder socialism and therefove chonld be roantecd
rospecizl smacas. Both Lenin and Stalio jnsisted, horarerver, chat nadenality would
sersist for a loonp dime even unocer socialism*t 1o face, nstional self aveareoes
vrould inddally ‘ncrease. Already in i, Lenin staged clac “mankind can proceed
v rds the Jnevizalde sion | fidgsds of natoos enly cheorsr s gansiciomal
pericd oF the complete freedom of sl oppressed nations. ** Stalin later vxph
caced chis parado ze follows: “We ave undertakine toe maxinum devclopment
ot aadoral curare, so chat ic @Al evhansr itseit compleecly and Heechy create
the base for the orgeniragon of irremational socialise oo

T trcnovs appear to lave combined bo ceeste this suns of the inedcabalioy
of 2 pations] scape of deveiopment. Firse, che cellapse of the Austro-Elyngarian
empive and che sorpusingly strone nationalist movemencs tichin the former
Wusdan «mpinc creatly mercasesd o Bulsheedks' rspoct for the poaver ansd

“In his arvrceniglivmeary wplivge, D oenioe sppeatalle vita] 2eeee's praaling S5y inle
perelence in oo a5 ooding seed the emesgoice abt Zass coabice ic bach cvuntics, Lanin,
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] Ll Sevebnl AlDiomanve digue: Dogine

unbiquity of pationalism, Stalin was parmicolacly iopresaed b the process of
racnnal succesion noche Earmerhy Gecmvarn cides of Acetco Hunpary Acoche
THA party <ongresd, bhe poinced our chat jusc fifoy wears cadier 4l cades
Hungaty waeee prodominamly Geeman, hae bad now Decame Huagacian.
Takewize, Toe amsinmained, ol Rosiae cites e Theanne and Belorwssia wouwhd
“levicabhr® be padonaized Opposing chis was odle: “In @ wnposaible oo
@0 aminet histoer ™ Elewhers Swulin called chis paern “a general law of
madomal developmenc in the entire world ™ Xational comsolidation, chen, was
unavedidable even under socialism.

Mporeorrer, this nadenal stare of deselopinenn took cnl & vowole posLdve Coa-
nocadan a8 it became associaced not only with capicilism buc aleo with maod-
ernization in geoeval. In his rebuteal of Macakor anc Hukharin, citne the
exarnp.s of che Bashisita, Lenin had scaced chat "one muast wait the developaen:
of 3 given pation, the differendadon of proletriac from bourresois elemencs,
which is uosvoidable . . | the path from the medisval bo bonrpeois democcacy,
or from Dourcenis to proletadsn democracy. Lhis is an abeolucely unavoidable
path,™® As Lenin focnsed Bolshevilk attendon on dwe Sosier Union’s eastem
*brckward™ nadopalities, the consolidabon of nabvohood becane assoaatol
with bistoncal devclopmental progmes 1is tronil ceached (s cliomas dading the
Al r-:-.ulurinn, when Mrevigr pr-np.:g_s.nrla wro1ld beask that in che far nooech,
the thowsand-vear process of nstional formaton had bren telescoped inbo a
mere decads.?” "Lhe fwmstion of nations. then, came to be seen as hoth oo
unavoidable and positive scare in che modemizaton of the Soviec Union. This
was the modsnization premise.

The Crolopial Proemise amd chye Greatest-Danger MAincple

5 thir:d 3ol firal o aguerrall thar mn Ibnsipn patiopaiism eeas prim;ril_',.' a
responss to Dsarist oppression ard was motivated by 3 hiscadcally justifiable. o2
trusg [ megyperds, af rhe Grear Waesians. Uhis argument wis presesd mast force.
fully b Tymip, whe alegacy in e bad attackesd [Rima Tamembuns's clenial
af e righ': it yelb-detemrington ax “n'l'lj-:_'l..'riw.'.l_',.' niding the Rlavl ETypdrec
Great Russang, . ., Ahsoched by dse fght wich patswmalism in Paland, Raosa
Loxembure forgoc about the pationalism of the Greae Bassians, thougeh it is
rracty thix matanalism that iz rhe monsr :_'I.:ng-e;'rm:ls of al.® “IT= nacienalisme

Rl

af Lhe |::-11|_11'|::x-|.'|:|, Tamn mamdaial, hal o Sdemawerabiy anie-™ thal s

Iz soppsoeved, wsciess the naiosalivn of e oppresien bad oo eedeendng

value, He coded with the glogan *Tighe sgainst all vsConadisons amd, fese ol

. . . C
all, against Grcar Rusdan nadomalism, ™
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Balshervik condoet bevweesl torr and oo coenvineed Lenin thar the
al-Rusmian Coneouenst ity had inkesiced the pschology of greic-posser
chauvinism fromn die Isarst regime. 1o non-Bussan repions, che Bolshevik
parw. velving, alrese cxoclnzitehy an the minorine Rogisn prolecatiae and seri-
clmral coloniscs, had frequendy adoptad an cvertly chanvinist aztitnde toveard
the local popelador® "Lhis amitude alarmed Lenin, and his harsh actack oo
TPisiakeowr was pardy motivazad by the lareer’s and- UErainian policy in Kier Io
Dieceanlact torg, Temin apain laweched a Herce derunciation of Balshevik chan-
vinisme in Theraine.™ His anper climared dusing die netorious (reormian aflaic
of 1oaz, when he depounced Thzoezhinskil, Scalin, and Crdzhonibidze as GGreat
Russan chauwvidzie (rvesified nadves. he maineisined, wrere often che worst
chanvinissy.** Such Bolshevik chawdnism inspired Lendn to cwin che term
ruHapve (iTdless Bossian chanvinism s which chen entered the Bolsherk
xivon and ecane an wralvable weapon i dwe heeordcal asenals of the
natinaal republics. ™

Lenin's concern over Cireat Brssian chaiinism ted to che establishment of
acrocial principle of the Soviet radonalides policr. Im December 15023, he reic-
erawed his 1014 atcwck on Great Buassan chaimvirism wrich che zdded admoniden
char ome st “distingmish bebveen che nationalism of oppreswar nadons ancd
the pationalism of oppressed nadons. fw oationalism of liroes nations and the
Asuotalismy of sosall pations. ... I reladen oo the second nzdoralism, io
almest all hsvtorical practce, we nationals +f e laree natiors are e, Decanse
of an infinice smeunt of vialsnee [eamadted ] This coneept cntered for-
mulaic Baolshevik rhetonic as the distioctiun henaesn offensve [ g prnct o]
feat-porrer nadonalism and defeosive < aferosizefay locad pationalism, the
Jamar belnp visered e 2 justfiable respons co the former Lhis beliet in tum
wd po dhe establishmenr of the important * preatesc-danneT poocple™ oamely,
har preat-power [of sometimes Greac Bussian) charvinism was a grescer dznper
han local natonalbens, * 'Uhis was che colonia] premise.

Leoin's exmeme tormulation of this prindple led toe one ob his tao differ
ences of opimiom with S7alin over nationalices policy in late 2z $talin had
snpperted the prearest danger princizle befure 1ozz 1wz, rettecated hos supprart
in ez, anl from Apnl pwes ro December wsz sopersised a saticaaloics pebey
baced oo chat principle, Mewepcheless, Stabn was oocenmfortable with the
insistence that @ local panonalism codd b explained 25 3 responss to great
peaaLr rhavvimean. Based on his cxpeicnre in ':.-:L'-::Ir‘ﬁ'il:_ Eralin inxisicd tha
Creotrian matiooslism w9s 9lwe charactedevd by greac poaer cxplaitation of
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their Qzsedne and Abkbaz minconiwes Selon thevelove always paized s aztacks
o ool Bussian chaovinison wiuk & complenentary stk on e Zesser dauger
ol Jeecal avivakism.* This dilirenes i cnpdsasia hed $1alie, o Seprenibses npae,
La arl s T.-L"'I1i|'l jfll.'.1l|dr‘|:( I.":ll. I‘::'.ill.'il.'flllil..l Ii.l'l‘\'_'r.ﬂlliNIIL.\ﬂ:IT TI‘IiH I:]in-l.'TL'.HI..I\_' 1I|.- \'_'rIIE:l.I'liI
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L Busasion mativiraliue as grear-posses chaoviadzm, wlieh dastageished o fnoae
oher paiaalisnz, sleicas Swlin ppelfzrced vae wron Oos Bosgian Cadavin-
ism. Drespice thess difttrences in emphacis, Solin consisceardyr s ppovoed the
prearest-dasper principle.

The Mz, mcdeinizarion, aud colowwal predtees, Jico, conbiziwd we ks
che theoretical ratiooale foe e nadocalicics psolicy has Teain ad Swln sec-
cessdinlr Inposad onca relucune Boldbevik Paror ciecupl o series o coacaunions
at the 190, 191, and 1923 darwy cobpreases.” Theu reassing can e swana-
rized as Lolowas, Madonalism s a macking, idealogy tha leade lepitinue class
Loperere 0o be expresaed, noc in an appropiace class-baded socialiat moeeinar,
uc vathar W che forin of oo alsove-ciage narionad woveneae Mauoral wlenoogy
Is wor o peimasdiad qualion Bal mediie: ao woaevoidasle oo e od the nwedemn
capitalisc g4 early sociaiisc weorld, weich nmst be passed throogh betore a
mature internaconal socialist world can oomy inco Deing. Since nadona iden-
acy kra real phiecomaien o the medecn oronld, che nadoratisn ol the oppressed
unon- Fuassian peoples eipresses not onby masked class procest, buc a=o lepitinare
nadcemal prisvancea apainer dhe cppressive preat-poenee slvaavincss cf the dons-
inanc Pasgian nadonadity, Ehevstors, neither sationalism nor nacional icendoy
can be wnequivccally condemoned s reacucnass Soerd nacoenad caiing—hese
coofiosl mo the cealm of radonal “form™  are io face legidmabe and mnst be
rranted o splt che abosre class national alliance, Such @ polcoy will spesd che
emerpence of class cleavame: wwd 50 allowe dwe poroy o eccil Lon-Fosean
proletasian and peasant supoosc for its socialist apenda. Nationalisma =70 be
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