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JANUARY
New Years Da

You know how )(au'rt SuP?aStJ to come up w}-!'h da
list of “resolutions” at +he {msihhms of the year
+o -I'r)( +o make yaurself a better ?r.rs.:m?

Well, the ?roblr.rn is, its not easy for me to think
of ways o improve m?fit.'l{, becavse T'm nlrm&y
Pre:l-l}( much one of the best Ft.o?lt. T know.

So this year my resolution is +o try and help
OTHER people improve. But the thing T
-ﬁhdihs out is that some people don't r:n'll.?'
appreciate it when ?'nu'rc +r}(ih3 1o be hd\'.'zfui.

THINK YOU SHOULD
WORK ON CHEWING
YOUR POTATO CHIPS

MORE QUIETLY

A




One thing T noticed right off the bat is that
+he ?w?ie in my family are dnihﬂ a IOUS}! Jab
s+icl:£h3 +o THEIR New Year's resolutions.

Mom said she was gohna start Soihs +o the
aym +o&a?¢, but she spent the whole afternoon
wn'l‘c}\ihs TV.

Ah& P:ﬁd sm'& l-\e wds gohhd go oh a strict &ie-l',
but after dinner T musiﬁ him out in the
garage, S'I‘ufﬁhs his face with brownies.

Even my li++le brother, Mnhh?r,, couldnt stick
with his resolution.




This morning he told everyone +hat he's a “big bo?l"
and he's siviha vp his ?ntf-l':iar for sac:—&. ﬂ'\eh ke
+}xr+:w Hs favorite binkie in the -I'rd.s}x.

Well, THAT New Years resolution didn+ even
last a full MINUTE.

The nhl;{ person in my -Fam'l‘y who didnt come vp
with a resolution is my older brother, Rodrick,
and that's a pity because his list should be about
a mile nhc]. a !na.l-F 10?\3.




So T decided 4o come up with a program o hel?
Rodrick be a better person. T called my Plnn
"Three Strikes and Youre Out.” The basic idea
was +’nn+ e\mry +ime I Saw Radrit]: nessfhs up,
I'd mnr'f. a little "X on his f_}\nr-l*.

Well, Rodrick got all three strikes before T even
had a chance to decide what “Youre Qut’ meant.

PUNC

Tm starting +o wonder if T should Just
bds Mé resolution, too. T+s a lot of work, and
so far T havent rmlly made any progress.

Besides, after T reminded Mom for like +he billionth
time to stop c}mewins her potato r.}\iFs so loud, she

made a reall?( g00d point. She said, Everyom
cant be as ?cr&d as YOU Grtgury Ah&
from whn-l- T.v: seen So fnr 25 +’n-h1: shas r-ah'l'-




“ﬁwrs&a;{
Dad is giving this diet thing another try, and
+}m+'s bad news for me. HE’S gohe about ﬂ\ree

&n?fs without eating dh?f chocolate, and he's been
SUPER crahk?(.

The other dny , after Dad woke me up and +old
me to get rea&y for school, T accideh-‘mliy fell
back aslea?. Believe me, thats the last 4ime Tl
make THAT mistake.

Part of the ?rablewq is that Dad dlwnys wakes me
up before Moms out of the shower, so T know
that T still have like ten more minutes before T
need +o get out of bed for real.




Yes-t‘er&ny ']: came up w-‘-ﬂ‘x d Fr‘e-H)t Sooé wn}( +o
3:1' some extra sl:cP +ime without mkih& Dad
mad. After he woke me vp, T +ook all of m?‘

blankets down the hall with me and waited outside
+he bathroom for my turn in the shower.

Then T Iay down right on top of the heater vent.

And when the furnace was l:-lowihs, the experience
was even BETTER +han being in bed.
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FWOOSH
The Frabiern was, the heat ah.i?f s*h:?'l:c] on for
about five minutes at a time. So w]he.h 'ﬂ'\e furnace
wash+ runhing, T was JuS‘l‘ l?zins there on this

cold ?r'e.te of metal.
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This morhing, while T was waiting for Mom to be
done wH'}x }x:r shuwer, I remembered someone gave
her a bathrobe for Christmas. So T went into her
closet and got it.

Let me Just say that was one of the smartest
moves 1 Ve ever made. Wenriha that ﬂ'\ihs was like
beihs wrn??t& ina l:-is, ﬂuﬂ}( +owel that Just came
out of the dr)zar.

Thn fact, T liked it so much, T even wore i+
AFTER my shower. T think Dad mightve been
J:nlaus HE didn't come up with the robe idea first,
because whr.h I came to -i'}xt ’C.Hr.heh -i'd.i)it, he
se.emed ¢x+m-3rur-.??(.




T +ell ?'au, women have the rish-’r idea with this
bathrobe ﬂ'\-'hﬂ. Now I‘m wohderihs wha+
ELSE T nissih5 out oh.

2 8 Just wish T had asked for my own bathrobe
for Christmas, becavse T'm sure Mom is gohha

make me Si\rt hers back.

T struck out on SEHS again +his ?‘mr. T knew T
was in for a raus\'ﬁ Ja.y when T came downstairs
on Christmas morhning and the ohl?( presents in
my stocking were a stick of deodorant and a
“travel diﬁ‘l‘iumr?r.“

% 5 quess once ?(au]l"t in middle school, grown-ups
decide ?(ou're +oo old for +ays or nhyﬂ\ihs that's
ac+un|17( fon.




But then +huy still expect you o be all excited
when you open the lame 31'{1“5 'H\e?( get you-

MA

I
e K IT'LL HELP YOU
QA D GET A JUMP-START
| 911 ON ALGEBRA!

Mos+ of rn?: SIHS +his yaar were books or clothes.
'ﬂ\e closest 'ﬂ\ihﬁ I 3°+ 1o a +07 wds a ?r‘eseh-l'
from Uncle Charlie.

When T unwrnP?:d Uncle Charlie’s sif"!', T didnt
even know w}m'\‘ it was SU?PDSE.{JI to be. I'I‘ was

+his bis ?hs-h'r. ring with a net attached to it.




Uncle Charlie Ex?laihe& that i+ was a "Lnuhdrf
HMP“ for m); bedroom. Ht said 'I: wds SUPPGSE:J
to hnhs 'ﬂ'\e Lnuh&t’?‘ Hao? on 'H'\e. back of m?‘
door and it would make putting away my dir-}y
clothes "fun."

A-I' first I +hau35n+ it was a Jokc, but +hen I
realized Uncle Charlie was serious. So T had +o
cx?laih to him that T don't dC‘l‘ud."?' DO my

own laund r}!.



T +old him T Jus+ +hrow rn}o‘ d.‘r-!-?( clothes on
the floor, and Mom Picks +hem up and takes
them downstairs to the lauh:lry room.

u—-;
Then a few Ja;;s later, t‘urtrrﬂ'\ihs comes back

to me in nice, folded ?i'ts.

T +old Uncle Charlie he should Just return +he
Lauh&r}z Huu? and give me cash so T could {m?'
snm:ﬂmins T4 nr.+unl|?¢ USE.

That's when Mom S?cnlc: up- She told Uncle
Charlie she +haush+ +he Lauh&ry Hoa? was a
GREAT idea.




‘ﬂ'\e.h she Sm'd 'H‘m‘l‘ from now on 'I’J be &nfhs rn?(
OWN 1nuh4r)l. Se bnsimli?z, i+ ends up that
Uncle Charlie got me a chore for Christmas.

I'}‘ rta.")' Sﬁhks ﬂﬁad‘ I So*t‘ suclﬁ. Lrumr-?( 3:'1{'1‘5
+his year. T put in a lot of effort buttering
people up for the past few months, and T
'l'}xous]‘-.'l' it would pay off on Christmas.

Now that Tm resFahsib'lr. for Py owh |mmdl“‘?‘, ¥
5:.;&55 IJN kih& o-F GLAD I Sr::r*l' a {Juhr.}\ o-F c!o‘l'{‘xr.s.
T rﬁa’h‘f nc-l'mll},r make it Jrhr‘aush the whole school
year before T run out of clean stuff o wear.




Monda

When me and P\owltf got to our bus stop +n&n?!,
we -Fouhc{ a ms*l')( sur?rise. 'ﬂ\er‘e wds a P:’ece

of paper +:1Pecl to our street sigh, and it said
-'r’nn'i', effective -hclu?(, our bus route was "rezoned.”
And what that means is now we have to WALK
+o school.

Well, Td like 4o +alk 4o +he genivs who came up
with THAT idea, becavse our street is almost a
c{unr'+er‘ of a mile from the school.

Me and Row!:?( had 4o run +o make i+ to school
on time -I'a&ay. And what REALLY stunk was
when our regulnr bus Pdsse& us by and it was full
of kids from Nh.‘dcf Street, the he:[s!nﬁurhcué
right next to ours.




The Whirley Street kids made monkey noises when
4 g

-H\e?( Pnssad us, which was 'F'E.I:l"?' dhm?'ihg because

-H-m-fs Exnc-ﬂy w}m"r WE usad to Jo W}‘\Eh we

?nsscd THEM.

OOH OOH! C:
)

PANT ., v
PANT &
X

Tl +4ell you one reason its a bad idea to make
kids walk to school. These &n?(s, teachers give you
so much homework that, with all the books and
papers ?fau ]hnva ‘o cnrr{ }\urrre_, ?'cur' bnck?nck
ends up w:-‘sl'ﬁhs like a hundred ?nuhds.

And if ?'ou want to see what kind of an effect
that has on kids over time, all you have 4o do is

look at Rodrick and some of his friends.



SPedkihs of teenagers, Dad scored a Pr‘tﬁ}(
bis Hic'l‘ur‘)( +adn?e. The baddest teenager in our
ntishbnrhaa& is this kid named Lenwood Heath,
and hes kind of like Dad’s nrchemm?/. Dad has
Proi:mbly called the cops oh L enwood Heath about
-Fi-F'I'y times.

DAG NAB YOU

I quess meoo&’s Pdr’t’:h+5 5o+ sfcir. of hfs act,
because *th?r sent him off 4o rrﬂH'd.r‘?‘ ncndcny.




Youd think that wouldve made Dad pre

happy, bt T dont think he'll be satisfied until
e.‘nmr): -l'eemﬁar on the Pluhe‘l’ 3!:'1‘5 sent off 4o
Juﬂ.‘ﬂiit hall or Alcatraz or sam-}hfhﬂ- Ahcl +hat
Ihdu:las .Ra&n'cl(.

Ye.shrcln?( Mom and Dad gave Rodrick some money
4o bu?z books so he could s-h.-d?t for the SATs, but
Ra&rick s?eh‘} ‘H‘\t mht?‘ oh a tattoo instead.

0f 3~

Tve still got a li+tle time before T 4urn into a
-I'zemscr. But the minute T &r::-, T suurnhﬁt yuu
Dad will be |ankih3 for the first chance o SH?

me out.

T_”‘Lahc]m?'
For +he past week or so, Md.hhy has been getting
out of bed t:\rer;,' N&H and coming downstairs.




Thstead of putting Kim ri3h+ back +o bed, Mom
lets Mnhhy sit with us and watch TV.

T+ really not fair, because when Muhh); is with

s, L'm not allowed +o watch ah?t of the shows
T like.

All T can say is, when T was a kid there wasnt
any of this ‘getting out of bed” stuff. T did
once or twice, but Dad put a stop o i+ real :iui-:k.

There was this book Dad used to read +o me every
his}ﬂ' called “The Givins, Tree.” T+ was a renﬂy
smd bﬂok, but 4he back of it had a ?ir.*hurt of
the avthor, this 9vy named Shel Silverstein.
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